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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 10 April 2007                                     Number: 4460                               Release: Now
Big bus and coach registrations fall in March 2007
· Big buses drop to 2,580 units for the rolling year to March.

· 1,036 coaches to March, also fell below recent annual averages.
· Minibuses, at 4,163 for the rolling year, continue to fall away.
'Early 2007 saw bus and coach registrations holding just below recent annual averages, but lower March registrations reflect the adverse reaction to regulatory changes that affected these markets in 2006.' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.  'We can expect further softening in registrations until the effects of 2006's erratic market settle. Big regulatory changes - digital tachograph and Euro 4 emissions regulation changes - gave an untypical lift in demand around this time last year. We hope to see improved prospects and clearer market trends when these exceptional conditions pass.'
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2002 to March 2007
[image: image6.png]



If you have any questions, please call John Procter on 020 7344 9263
E-mail:   communications@smmt.co.uk

Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
March 2007 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2007

	
	March
	% change*
	YTD 2007
	% change*
	Rolling year to Mar

	Total buses and coaches
	1,167
	- 42.7%
	2,428
	- 29.0%
	10,743

	Buses above 8.5t
	186
	- 55.2%
	481
	- 40.4%
	2,580

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	438
	- 49.8%
	803
	- 44.7%
	4,163

	3.5 – 8.5t
	398
	- 28.8%
	880
	3.5%
	2,964

	8.5 – 16t
	107
	 - 30.5%
	238
	 - 26.8%
	1,159

	16t +
	36
	- 70.5%
	146
	- 39.4%
	701

	Single-deck buses total
	979
	- 42.6%
	2,067
	- 28.0%
	8,987

	16t + double-deck buses
	43
	- 69.1%
	97
	- 59.8%
	720

	All buses
	1,022
	- 44.6%
	2,164
	- 30.4%
	9,707

	All coaches
	145
	24.1%
	264
	- 15.4%
	1,036

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	26
	62.5%
	71
	136.7%
	192

	Coaches 16t+
	119
	- 32.0%
	193
	- 31.6%
	844


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2002 to 2007
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SDBuses>8.5t

DDBuses>16t


SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C

[image: image4.wmf]Buses 3.5t to 8.5t gvw

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

D

0

2

M

J

S

D

0

3

M

J

S

D

0

4

M

J

S

D

0

5

M

J

S

D

0

6

M

J

S

D

0

7


[image: image5.wmf]All coaches over 3.5t gvw
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